[A new study progress of molecular genetics in autosomal dominant retinitis pigmentosa].
Retinitis pigmentosa (RP) describes a genetically and clinically heterogeneous group of disorders that are characterized by gradual degeneration of photoreceptor cells. Common clinical features include a progressive loss of night vision,leading to night blindness and peripheral-visual-field loss. At least 12 loci have been mapped to chromosomes, and mutations in an ever increasing number of genes have been found to cause autosomal dominant retinitis pigmentosa (ADRP). Six of the 12 genes known to cause ADRP have been cloned. New progress has been made on the studies of structure, mutation and function of these genes.